
Homily Notes for Feb 10, 2023, 6th in Ordinary Time A 
Scriptures: Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-5, 17-18, 33-34; 1 Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37 

Theme: The importance of following the Law of God 
 

1. Summary: Because in our world there are so many evil influences and even openly Satanic forces, today I 
want to use today’s readings to challenge us to choose freely and wisely to observe (obey) the laws given by a 
loving and caring God. I am talking about God’s laws and commandments, not his thoughts and suggestions. 
We are in warfare with destructive evil. We need the strength of laws and commandments from God in order to 
protect us.  
 

2. First reading: This reading from Sirach contains the clearest statement in the Old Testament concerning the 
God-given freedom of the human will, and hence the necessity to be guided by the commandments of God.  

“If you choose, you can keep the commandments…before you are life and death, whichever you choose 
shall be given you.” (See Deut 30:15-20, the two ways). “No one does he command to act unjustly, to 
none does he give license to sin.” 

 

3. This is a book for our time. It is one of the seven “Deuterocanonical” books. The author lived in a 
cosmopolitan, mostly pagan community that was full of sin and corruption.  Hence his book was intended for 
Jews of the Diaspora, and especially their children, who were exposed to the pervasive and corrupting influence 
of Hellenistic culture. The author asserted that there should be no compromise with the prevailing culture when 
it came to keeping God’s law. God never forces us to do good or evil. It is our free choice to obey or disobey 
His laws. We are responsible for the serious consequences of our choices. Note that the responsorial psalm 
recognizes as blessed those who obey the Law of God. 
 

4. Thinking of our current situation, how many of you saw part of the Grammy awards? It was awful. It 
documented our culture’s descent into hell and condemnation. It was a masquerade of Satanism and its related 
sexual perversions. What do these awards represent? The Grammy awards celebrate the successes of those who 
make music and their accompanying videos. Our children can be exposed to these all the time on their cell 
phones. I suggest that we must talk, teach, and form ourselves and our children concerning this to establish 
ourselves as a separate, intentional godly subculture! The choice to obey or disobey God’s laws is crucial. Evil 
crouches at our door. 
 

5. Psalm response: This comes from Psalm 119, the longest of the psalms, completely dedicated to God’s law 
and God’s Word. How true is: “Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!” To obtain that blessing, it is 
necessary to follow (obey) the commandments (law) of God. This is so important that a selection from Psalm 
119 is in every day’s readings in the Breviary! 
 

6. Second reading: Here Paul challenges his Corinthian believers to appreciate the wisdom of God’s saving 
plan for His people. He contrasts the wisdom of the prevailing Greek culture with the wisdom of God. Paul 
advises Christians to seek true wisdom in God’s revelation instead of indulging in endless discussion of Greek 
philosophy. I invite us to consider how blessed we are to have the wisdom of the laws of God.  
 

7. Gospel: Jesus here sets forth the importance of the Law of God and deepens its meaning, spiritually, 
especially referring to murder, adultery, divorce and false oaths (lying and deception). In this reading, Jesus 
says that he did not come to destroy the Torah but to bring it to perfection by bringing out its inner meaning. 
Jesus says several times that “if we love God, we will keep the commandments.”  
 

8. Why do you think God gave these instructions as “laws” instead of “suggestions” or “guidelines?”  I 
think he did so because they are so necessary for our protection and our salvation. These “laws” or “imperative 
commands” mean that if we do not obey them, we are being rebellious and disobedient. No “middle ground.” 
 

9. “If we say we love God, we must obey his commandments.” The Apostle John says this repeatedly in the 
New Testament.  
     John 14:15 – “If you love me, you will obey what I command” (cf. 21, 22, 24). 
     John 15:10 – “If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s  

commandments and remain in his love.” 



       1 John 5:2-3 – “In this way we know that we love the children of God when we love God and obey his  
commandments. For the love of God is this, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 
for whoever is begotten by God conquers the world (cf. 2 Jn 6). 

 

10. This is a lot of emphasis on knowing the law of the Lord and “obeying” it. Why is the Law of God so 
important to obey. Let’s look at the uses of “law”. 
 

11. The first use of the law is to convict us of our own sinfulness. The law should “warn, inform, convict and 
convince every person of his own unrighteousness.” St Paul says in Romans 7:7, “Yet if did not know sin 
except through the law, and I did not know what it means to covet except that the law said, “You shall not 
covet.” If we don’t know the Law of God, we could believe ourselves good when very bad. Illustration from 
“The Sociopath Among Us.” This should drive us to humility and the Sacrament of Confession. 
 

12. The second use of the law is to restrain evildoers. It should, at least, by fear of punishment restrain certain 
persons who are untouched by any care for what is just and right unless force by hearing the dire threats of the 
law. What is happening in our urban centers when George Soros prosecutors refuse to prosecute? What are the 
consequences of failing to punish evildoers?  Like is San Francisco and other cities, you will not be arrested for 
stealing unless you have stolen over $1,000 worth of goods. What is the consequence?  
 

13. The third and principal use of the law is to “learn more thoroughly each day the nature of the Lord’s 
will and to understand it in my life.” That is, the law, the commands of the Lord, can be a guide for us in the 
way we live in a world that can be both confusing and morally dangerous. 
 

14. Story showing consequence of ignorance of the Law: What is wrong with this picture? After one of the 
riots this past summer, a reporter of CBS Radio broadcast an interview he had had with one of the many looters 
in a riot. The man had been one of many people who had looted a record store. When asked what he had stolen, 
the man replied, “Gospel tapes. I love Jesus.” The Law of God, in particular, “Thou shall not steal,” should 
make us feel sorry and guilty for doing wrong things. It should furthermore give us guidance in the right way to 
live. What has happened to all the Walgreen and CVS stores in San Francisco? They have all left. What are the 
consequences? Many people in urban San Francisco have no close place to obtain their prescriptions or medical 
supplies. One of the consequences of violating God’s law is that it causes societal breakdown and collapse.  
 

15. Obedience to the Law of God helps us to preserve our society and its prosperity. Major challenge. 
 

16. Can we know the Commandments of God if we do not know the Bible? Probably not. George Barna is a 
well-known Christian pollster and religious sociologist. One of his recent surveys opened with this indictment, 
“Americans revere the Bible – but, by and large, they don’t read it. And because they don’t read it, they have 
become a nation of biblical illiterates.” Some of the data behind that summary is as follows:  

Fewer than half of all adults can name the Four Gospels. 
Sixty percent of Americans can’t name even five of the Ten Commandments. 
Eighty-two percent believe that the proverb “God helps those who help themselves” is found in 
Scripture. 
For those who identify themselves as serious Christians, the percentage is only one percent better! 

 Twelve percent of adults think Joan of Arc was Noah’s wife. 
Fifty percent of graduating high school seniors think Sodom and Gomorrah were husband and wife! 

 

17. The three questions: 
1. What is the one decision I should offer up to God at the time of the offering? 
2. What is the one thing God wants me to get out of this Mass to become the better-version-of-myself that He 
wants? 
3. What are the key insights to Christian living that are so important that I need to teach and discipline my  
children into becoming? 
 
 
 


